ABOUT THE

PUBLIC L ANDS COUNCIL

THE VOICE OF THE WESTERN RANCHING INDUSTRY.
Since 1968, the Public Lands Council (PLC) has represented cattle and sheep producers who hold federal grazing
permits. These producers face unique operational challenges. PLC educates and informs policy makers about public
lands ranching issues to ensure the success and longevity of this historic industry in the United States.

WHO ARE PUBLIC L AND RANCHERS?
Public land ranchers are independent, family-owned businesses
who raise cattle and sheep to supply food and clothing to the
world. Their work significantly impacts the economic and social
stability of America’s rural communities and their personal
financial investment in maintaining the land saves taxpayer
money. Today, public land ranchers are widely recognized for their
work to protect the environment in which they live and operate.
Ranchers and their families not only live and work on the range,
they act as stewards of the land through efforts including:
• Preserving clean water sources
• Controlling invasive plants and non-native grasses
• Protecting the habitat of wildlife and endangered species
• Actively preventing forest and range fires, and serving as
first responders during initial attack
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BY THE

NUMBERS

HISTORY AND
PREVALENCE TODAY

ACTIVE
CONSERVATION

IMPACT ON THE
ECONOMY

Today, ranchers’ work greatly
depends upon the long-term health
and sustainability of America’s
public lands. Ranching is a unique
part of our agricultural heritage that
has evolved to efficiently fulfill the
demands of the nation today.

Public land ranchers are committed
to environmental stewardship
initiatives to preserve and maintain
the lands they work. Through grazing
and other ecosystem services,
ranchers reduce the severity and
impact of wildfires that can destroy
habitat for wildlife and dramatically
increase the release of harmful
emissions into the atmosphere.

Ranching is a safeguard against the
loss of open space threatening the
character of the American West and
is an important part of America’s
economy and food supply.

7 MILLION +

Of the western cattle herd spend
time on public lands

1934

The Taylor Grazing Act gave grazing
preference to established ranchers
who were making beneficial use of
the forage and water on a given range

24,500

Grazing permits on U.S. federal
lands today

14

States contain federal lands used for
grazing today

22,000

Public lands ranchers in the
United States

Acres of grazing improvements to
enhance range habitat through the
Sage Grouse Initiative

2.7 MILLION

$150

Average cost of manual fuels
treatment by the BLM per acre

40%
50%

Of the nation’s sheep herd spend
time on public lands

Acres producers partnered to
conserve or enhance through the
Sage Grouse Initiative

11

States in which ranchers have worked
with the USDA to conserve, restore,
and maintain sage grouse habitat
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